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Selected Partnerships

College of Basic and Applied Sciences

DEAN’S OFFICE

Partnership Title:  Information Technology Partnership

Partners:  National Science Foundation, Nashville State Community College, Alabama A & M University, Mind2Marketplace
Description:  The goal is to strengthen the information technology workforce.   The partnership intends to recruit and retain computing students to IT. This partnership allows MTSU to provide high-school students with the hands-on experience needed to develop and increase interest in the areas of information technology.  High-school students will be exposed to computing through summer camps on robotics, Alice and multimedia programming, and college students will be engaged in real world computing problems to help retention.

Partnership Title:  High School Summer Bridge Program

Partners:  Vanderbilt; University of Memphis; University of Tennessee Knoxville; TSU; Lemoyne-Owen College; National Science Foundation High School Summer Bridge  

Description:  MTSU is a member of the Tennessee Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation, or TLSAMP. The TLSAMP aim is to increase retention and graduation rates for underrepresented students who are STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) majors. Each summer, TLSAMP sponsors a collegiate Summer Bridge Program for up to 50 Tennessee high-school graduates who have applied for admission to attend an alliance member school in the fall. Selected students attend a four week program that exposes them to the rigors of college classes, life in the residence halls and general academic discipline. A capstone of their summer included a daylong visit to the Oak Ridge National Laboratories.

CHEMISTRY

Partnership Title:  Science Olympiad

Partners:  National Science Olympiad, Tennessee Science Olympiad, State Farm Insurance, MTSU Colleges of Graduate Studies and Basic and Applied Sciences
Description:  In Winter 2010 State Farm Insurance presented $4000 in support of the Olympiad which was begun in 2001. Fourteen high-school and ten middle school teams participated in 23 different events located across the university’s campus. Science Olympiad is the best competitive program out there for science, technology, engineering and mathematics, because it’s not just a test of memory.  Events included: • “Road Scholar,” where students work with various types of maps; • “Shock Value,” which deals with circuits, electricity and magnets; • “Wright Stuff,” where teams will design and build a propelled aerodynamic device; • “Battery Buggy,” which features construction of an electric vehicle; and • “Mousetrap Vehicle”, where teams must create vehicles that meet specifications and use two mousetraps as the only means of propulsion. 
BIOLOGY
Center for Environmental Education

Partnership Title:  Tennessee Watersheds

Partners: Department of Environment and Conservation; MTSU -WaterWorks; Keep Tennessee Beautiful- StopLitter; Tennessee Department of Transportation; Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency; Tennessee WaterWorks Association; Tennessee Department of Agriculture; Tennessee Department of Tourism 
Description:  2009-2010 - Created and developed a brochure to educate Tennesseans about the 55 watersheds and their impact on our communities. The brochure will be distributed throughout the state at 14 Welcome Centers and 19 Rest Areas, through the Tennessee Stormwater Association network, to schools, at public events, etc. 187 watershed-awareness signs have been erected at key entry points along Tennessee’s highways. The brochure, “A Guide to Traveling Tennessee’s Watersheds” Is a companion to these signs. The Guide provides maps and brief descriptions of each of the distinctive basins.
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

Partnership Title: Tennessee Alliance for Lead-safe Kids

Partners:  U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Tennessee Alliance 

for Lead-safe Kids

Description: The Lead Outreach Program will raise public awareness and knowledge about lead poisoning by helping to develop a coalition of partnerships across Tennessee that will provide lead-hazard control training, outreach and education to families.   The partnership will provide 2,034 individuals with lead outreach through home visits, reach an additional 1.7 million people through public media and participate in more than 70 health fairs and community events throughout Tennessee.  This is the fourth grant that MTSU has received from the U.S. Housing Department. 
Partnership title:  Plug-in Hybrid Project
Partners:  Tennessee Technology Development Corporation; Palmer Labs; Tennessee Technological University

Description:  Dr. Charles Perry’s newest patent, which is pending, potentially could save America 120 million gallons of fuel daily. The invention has several names—wheel hub motor, Plug-in Hybrid Retrofit Kit or “Machine for Augmentation, Storage and Conservation of Vehicle Motive Energy” (the one submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office). The goal is to have Palmer Labs commercialize the invention. Tennessee Tech will serve as the subcontractor to build a prototype device. A Tennessee Technological University professor will lead an effort in developing the hardware and software of the control system that will automatically decide when to use the internal combustion engine and the electric motor so energy consumption is optimized. This device is key to improving the gas mileage for hybrid vehicles. The patent application will reduce carbon emissions and environmental quality will be enhanced and energy savings will result.  Ultimately, Palmer Labs would like to build a facility that would create 2,000 jobs.  An automotive engineering technology expert will be a part of team.
TENNESSEE MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION CENTER

The mission of the Center is to enhance the quality of mathematics, science, and technology education, at all levels, in Tennessee.  The Center partnerships listed below have varying contract dates from January  2009 – May 2014.
Partnership Title:  Tennessee Mathematics, Science and  Technology Education Center
Partners:  MTSU Center for Environmental Education; Tennessee Department of Education; ARES Corporation; State Farm Insurance; Marshall Space Flight Center; Tennessee Board of Regents; MTSU College of Basic and Applied Sciences; National Institute of Health; Teacher Space (teachspace.us); Saturn; Annenberg Public Television; Mathematics, Science, and Technology in Education (MSTE)

Description

Project:  Master Teaching Fellowship Project (Drs. Butler, Chappell)
Project:  UMATH:  Understanding Mathematics for 3rd-5th Grade Teachers (Dr. Kimmins)
Project:  Teacher Excellence:  Ensuring Student Competitiveness  (Dr. Kimmins)
Project:  Improving Teacher Quality  (Dr. Kimmins)
Project:  High School STEM  (Dr. Phelps)
NURSING
Partnership Title:  Living with and Managing High Blood Pressure

Partner:  The Primary Care and Hope Clinic
Description:  The purpose of this partnership is to increase knowledge about living with and managing high blood pressure through creating a client centered patient education program. 
College of Business

BUSINESS  and ECONOMIC RESEARCH CENTER

Partnership Title:  Business Surveys and Employment Analysis
Partners: City of Tullahoma; Dyer, Lake, Obion Counties; United Southern and Eastern Tribes; Middle Tennessee Industrial Association; Maury County 

Description:  Tullahoma survey for underemployment; impact of development of the Port of Cates Landing; survey of health care; industrial-cluster analysis; strategic analysis and call center workforce supply and demand study.
College of Education and Behavioral Science 
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Partnership Title:  Middle Tennessee P-16 Council

Partners: Middle Tennessee State University (Host), Bedford, Coffee, Grundy, Cannon, Davidson, Franklin, Lincoln, Moore, Rutherford, Warren, Williamson, Wilson 

Description:  Officially began prior to 2007.  Each year the Council reviews the current status of education in Tennessee and selects a list of issues to focus on for the year. The “Choose Success Moment” public service announcement was produced and distributed to all school districts and to all media within the Regional Council area. The PSA focused on connecting education to the economy and the earning power of individuals. • Partnering with the 

Mind2Marketplace initiative. November, 2009, P-16 partnered with Tennessee Association of School Supervision and Administration to sponsor MTSU Professor and consultant, Dr. Bob Eaker to present the Professional Learning Communities concept. Dr. Caresa Young, Vanderbilt Reading Clinic Coordinator, also presented.

HUMAN SCIENCES
Partnership Title:  Interior Design Summer Project

Partner:  Professional Projects Services, Inc

Description:  Professional projects Services, Inc., is a nationally recognized technical and engineering services firm. Pro2Serve provides critical infrastructure engineering services in support of national security. Students prepared a design solution for a new 115,000-square-foot building forPro2Serve on the grounds of the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. The project included four executive offices and two reception areas and required: commercially available products to fit a practical need within a budget.  The opening date was December 2009.  Each student received an award certificate and a $500 scholarship check for her contributions to the design project.

Partnership Title:  Sow the Seeds of Change

Partners:  Hobgood Elementary School, MTSU Agribusiness and Agriscience
Description:  MTSU’s Student Dietetic Association worked with students at Hobgood Elementary School on a vegetable garden to provide greens for the school cafeteria’s salad bar and a nutritional learning opportunity for the youngsters. SDA’s  main goal was to  collaborate with a Murfreesboro elementary school to begin healthful-eating education at a young age. The effort dovetails with a new national spotlight on improving childhood nutrition awareness focused on and publicized by First Lady Michelle Obama. The children were taught how to plant and cultivate the garden plot. SDA  provided different seed packets for the original planting. SDA members  taught the children how to create recycled-newspaper planting pots. 
HEALTH  AND  HUMAN PERFORMANCE
Center for Physical Activity and Health
Partnership Title:  Camp ENRGY
Partners:  Centers for Disease Control and Health Promotion

Description:  A five-day camp designed for youth with physical disabilities, Camp ENRGY—stands for Excellence ‘N’ Recreation and Games for Youth.  Camp ENRGY is an outgrowth of a four-year research project conducted at MTSU and funded by the National Institutes of Health.  The goal of the sports and fitness camp for youngsters with physical disabilities is to help improve a child’s ability to participate more confidently in home-, school- and community-based physical activities. The weeklong camp for children ages 10 to 17. 
Partnership Title:  Underwater Treadmill

Partners:  National Institute for Health; Center for Physical Activity and Health in Youth 

Description:   An expansion of Dr. Morgan's original project includes working with adults with spinal cord injuries. These adults have suffered severe spinal cord trauma and some of them were not expected to walk again. Sandra Stevens, the graduate researcher, says that walking on water is ideal for people with these injuries because they have a blunted cardiovascular response to any exercise and the nerves that trigger the heart to beat faster are also the nerves that trigger walking. 
The College of Liberal Arts 

ART

Partnership Title:  Teaching at the Frist Center

Partners:  Frist Center; Anne Henderson; Andrea Steele
Description:  To prepare art educators to work in museum education settings as well as provide a community service to local teachers and K-12 students.
GEOSCIENCES

Partnership Title:  Land Map for Blackman Community in Rutherford County

Partners:  Tennessee Technology Development Corporation; Palmer Labs; Tennessee Technological University
Description: A land map of the Blackman area was produced that is considerably more accurate than the best map currently downloadable from the federal government.  Dr. Mark Abolins, associate professor of geosciences, and his teammates were participants in the STEPMT program, which was created to “increase discovery-based learning and undergraduate research in the science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) disciplines.  The land cover map depicts developed, agricultural and forested land within a 10-squarekilometer (3.9-square-mile) area extending from Stones River National Battlefield and The Avenue in the east across Interstate 24 through Blackman and over to State Route 840 and includes some natural forested areas to the northwest of Blackman. 
Partnership Title:  MTSU Mineral, Gem and Fossil Museum

Partner:  Middle Tennessee Gem and Mineral Society

Description: The Museum serves as a teaching lab for earth science classes and a learning experience for the general public. About 7,000 people of all ages have visited. The collection includes specimens from more than 50 countries and all 50 states.  

CENTER FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

Partnership Title:  Tennessee Farmland Legacy Partnership
Partners:  Tennessee Departments of Agriculture, Economic and Community Development, Environment and Conservation, and Tourist Development;  along with the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency;  Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation; the University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture;  the Land Trust for Tennessee;  Cumberland Region Tomorrow; USDA National Resources Conservation Service; and USDA Rural Development
Description:  The Center for Historic Preservation at MTSU is one of twelve federal and state agencies and nonprofits who have joined together to leverage resources to assist and inform farmers through the Tennessee Farmland Legacy Partnership. The goal of is to help farmers stay on the farm and keep the land in agricultural production. Topics for workshops, publications, conferences, and a web site will include current incentive programs as well as information on how to plan for farm ownership to continue to future generations. Another objective is to match new farmers with experienced farmers. According to the USDA National Agricultural Statistics, the number of Tennessee farms decreased by 8000 from 2003 to 2008. In that same time, the average annual loss of farming lands was 100,000 acres. 
HISTORY
Partnership Title:  Public History Initiative

Partners:  National Park Service Stones River National Battlefield 

Description:  The primary purpose of this Agreement is to establish a framework for cooperation and collaboration between the Park and the University.  The Park and University will work together to:  facilitate cooperative projects that will be mutually beneficial to the Park and University; create opportunities for graduate students to study cultural resource preservation planning and protection, museum management and curatorial methodology as related to the Park and the National Park Service; provide graduate students with opportunities for focused, hands-on immersion into how history-based programming is created and presented to the public at a of the unit national park system; and promote group discussion, directed readings, research practical exercises, peer review and class instruction on crafting interpretive and education programs for the public.

University College 

	Partnership Title:  Educate Middle Tennessee Strategic Partnership 

Partners:  Lincoln County; City of Fayetteville; Motlow

	Description:  Tap into community resources to identify potential students and encourage them to continue their education. Educational strategic partnerships are being formed in surrounding Middle Tennessee counties and cities as part of the region-wide initiative to Educate Middle Tennessee. The goals of the partnership are to: •provide higher education opportunities to the citizens of local communities; •focus on adult learners by providing encouragement and support as returning adult learners work toward achieving education goals; and, •identify and secure available financial aid for those returning adult learners. Higher education is important for both individual career advancement and the overall economic development of communities. 
Partnership Title: 2+2 Program

Partners:  Motlow State Community College

Description:  The 2+2 Program is a unique partnership between Motlow State Community College and MTSU designed to meet the professional needs of students preparing to teach at the elementary level. Students in the program in Teacher Education will complete four-years of study and receive a bachelor of science degree with a major in Interdisciplinary Studies with an emphasis in K-6. This program has prepared many adult learners to become professional teachers, meeting the needs of the local community.




Academic Affairs

Partnership Title:  Mind2Marketplace (M2M)
             Partners:  Adaptive Methods; AMEC Earth & Environment, Inc.; Appalachian 
             Regional Commission; City of Winchester, TN; Eastman Chemical Company; Energy 

             Solutions; IBM; Lincoln Memorial University and LMU-DeBusk; Marshall Space Flight 
             Center; Mountain States Health Alliance; National Biological Information Infrastructure; Oak 
             Ridge Associated Universities; Pratt and Whitney Rocetdyne; Radiance Technologies, 
             Inc.; Tennessee Small Business Development Center; Tennessee Technology Centers; 
             TVA; UA Huntsville; U.S. Dept. Energy; USEC; UT-Battelle; LLC/Oak Ridge National 
             Laboratory; WSI-Oak Ridge.
Description:  Fall 2009 major event - Mind2Marketplace co-hosted the TVC Fall Partnership Event at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Murfreesboro in November. More than 400 participated in the two day event. Business, Education, Non-Profit, Student and Government representatives discussed Energy, Workforce Development, Innovation and Entrepreneurship. Interactive technology allowed for participants to text questions to the roundtable participants using their mobile phones. 
Partnership Title:   Dual Admission Program  

Partners:  Nashville State Community College

Description:  This program opens doors to more scholars, which permits NSCC students to work toward a bachelor's degree at MTSU while earning their associate's degrees.

Development and University Relations


Partnership Title:  Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)

Partners:  Metro Davidson County Schools

Description:  A college-readiness mentoring program that is designed to increase the number of students who enroll in four-year colleges. AVID focuses on underserved students who fall into the academic middle range. The program provides training for teachers, counselors and administrators who work with students on their study skills, help build their self-confidence and encourage them to continue their education. Students at each level of the program focus on improving their writing skills and developing their study and organizational skills. AVID students continue to sharpen and enhance those areas through their junior and senior years while they’re guided through the college-application process. During Spring,  2010, MTSU students will be volunteering more than 1,800 hours, including drive time to Nashville.
The President’s Office

Partnership Title:  Middle Tennessee Education Center


Partners:  Bedford County Government; Motlow State Community College
Description:  The purpose of the education center is to provide additional higher education opportunities to those who live in the southern part of Middle Tennessee. MTEC has on-site classrooms as well as administrative and advising offices.   MTEC is MTSU’s first full-service satellite campus, and it will serve students from Bedford, Coffee, Lincoln, Marshall, Moore, Rutherford and Williamson counties.
Partnership Title:  Confucius Institute 

Partners:  Hangzhou Normal University  

Description:  The pact covers development of Chinese language classes, student and faculty exchanges, cultural exchanges, outreach programs to area kindergarten- through 12th-grade schools, training educators to teach Chinese as a foreign language, and research about contemporary China, among other mutual interests. The official opening of this institute is yet another step toward demonstrating MTSU’s commitment to enhancing the international programs on our campus and developing the kind of academic environment that speaks to our appreciation of other cultures as well as the diversity of our university community.

Partnership Title:  Student Transfer

Partner:  Southwest Tennessee Community College

Description:  MTSU and STCC agree to develop formal agreements that will assist students in transferring from STCC to MTSU. Areas include: Recording Industry; Business Administration; Education; Aerospace
OFFICE  FOR  COMMUNITY  ENGAGEMENT  AND  SUPPORT
Harold Love Outstanding Community Involvement Award
The Office for Community Engagement and Support coordinated the MTSU solicitation and nomination process for the 2010 Harold Love Outstanding Community Involvement Award.  Nominees are accepted from all public and private higher education institutions in Tennessee.  MTSU had a recipient again this year.  Mr. Ray Wiley was the MTSU nominee to receive the award from the Tennessee Higher Education Commission.

Partnership Title:  Community Garden

Partners:  Rutherford County Habitat for Humanity, Rutherford County Extension 
Agency, MTSU Agribusiness and Agriscience

Description:  A community garden is being developed in order to teach citizens how to grow and harvest their own food.  The lasagna method is being used so that folks who have small plots of land may also be able to grow food.

Partnership Title:  Spring Valley and Rolling Acres Neighborhood Network Learning Center

Partner:   Delta Kappa Gamma Society International: Delta and Beta Epsilon Chapters 
Description:  The partners work with the Center to organize community service-learning initiatives; collect books, activities, and supplies for the Center; identify appropriate service providers; work with providers to develop activities; and document successes of the project.
Student Affairs


INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Partnerships Title:  Culture to Culture

Partners:  Rutherford County;  Murfreesboro City Schools 
Description:  This partnership sends international college students into area K-12 schools to offer a sampling of the world beyond books and their borders. Discussions may include music, dance, films, information sent from their embassies, etc.   Some of the public school participants involved in the experiential-learning partnership just want to introduce their classes to a broader range of information through a vibrant, personal exchange. Others want the visiting MTSU students’ presentations to coincide with the existing curriculum.  MTSU student participants learn about a different educational system. 
Partnership Title:  Habitat Blitz Build

Partners:  Rutherford County Habitat for Humanity

Description:  The Habitat Blitz Build is a program designed to give students a sense of servant leadership. MTSU students are challenged with raising the funds to build a Habitat home. Once all funds have been raised, only MTSU students will volunteer to build the home. Students through this process learn the importance of giving freely of the time and energy to help others. 
