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Selected Partnerships and Public Service
College of Basic and Applied Sciences

Aerospace and Engineering Technology Departments
Faculty:  Dr. Wayne Dornan and Dr. Heather Brown

Partnership Title:  The Academies of Nashville 
Partners:  Metro Nashville Public Schools
Description:  McGavock High School is home to The Academy of Aviation and Transportation.  Cane Ridge High School houses The Academy of Architecture and Construction.  The Academies are for specialized career- theme-based.
Agribusiness  Agriscience
Faculty:  Dr. Tony Johnston

Partnership Title:  Making Juice with Tennessee State Veterans
Partners:  Tennessee State Veterans Home, Murfreesboro, TN

Description:  Students and faculty helped residents press 200 pounds of grapes and made juice which will also be used to make jelly.  The veterans worked with their hands and minds as they spoke of days gone by, remembering when they made jelly at home.

Faculty:  Dr. Cliff Ricketts

Partnership Title:  

Partners:  Tractor Supply 

Description:  Continued the partnership with Brentwood, Tennessee-based Tractor Supply company when a professor drove a 1994 Toyota Tercel from Bristol, Tennessee to West Memphis, Arkansas (500 plus miles).  The car was fueled by the sun and hydrogen from water (Agribusiness Agriscience Department).

Faculty:  Dr. Nate Phillips

Partnership title:  Geothermal Produce Storage

Partners:  Tennessee Department of Agriculture

Description:  Partnered with the Tennessee Department of Agriculture to support the development of two geothermal, air conditioned walk-in packing sheds to hold fresh produce until time for sale (Agribusiness Agriscience Department).

Engineering Technology

Faculty:  Dr. Wayne Dornan

Partnership Title:  Educational Partnership to Expand Teaching and Research Opportunities
Partners:  Intelligence Surveillance Reconnaissance Group 

Description:   Provides a hands-on training for MTSU students and provides FFA Certification via the Federal Aviation Administration.  This collaboration promises to have s significant impact on next- generation communication systems for unmanned aircraft systems (Aerospace Department).

CHEMISTRY

Faculty:  Dr. Tibor Koritsansky

Partnership Title:  Imagine: A Neutron Single-Crystal Diffractometer
Partners:  National Science Foundation, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, North Carolina State University, Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research Institute   
Description:  The objective of the partnership is to develop a state-of-the-art facility and user-access program for neutron diffraction analysis of advanced, complex and functional materials at the High Flux Isotope Reactor of ORNL. The program will have broad scientific impact and community use, providing new tools, capabilities and methods for the analysis of light atom positions in materials that will be of interest across the diverse fields of structural biology, pharmacology, chemistry, condensed matter physics, nano-structured materials, and in environmental, biomedical and geological sciences. The collaborative effort with peer universities and the nearby ORNL will provide MTSU faculty and students with an ample opportunity for multi-institutional participation and interdisciplinary integration through research-active teaching and learning modes. It will have a significant impact on the Ph.D. at the CBAS.

Faculty:  Tibor Koritsansky

Partnership Title:  Structure Elucidation of Disordered Materials from Diffuse Scattering

Partners:   Swiss National Science Foundation, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, University of Zurich, ETH Zurich  

Description:  The primary focus of this partnership is structure elucidation at the nano- to micrometer length scales for materials that exhibit interesting properties due to a lack of complete structural order. The plan is to build efficient and conceptually revolutionized software for interpreting diffuse neutron and X-ray scattering data, taking advantage of supercomputing facilities.

Computer Science
Faculty:  Dr. Chrisila Pettey

Partnership Title:  MT3D for Autism 
Partners:  Vanderbilt University School of Engineering
Description: the purpose of the partnership is to develop 3D virtual worlds for the purpose of helping autistic children learn various social coping skills.
The College

Faculty:  Tom Cheatham

Partnership Title:  STEM

Partner:  Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce – Business Education Partnership

Description:  The Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce provides financial support in helping to improve retention and graduation rates for MTSU freshmen and sophomores in STEM majors who have poor math skills.

College of Behavioral and Health Sciences 
NURSING

Faculty:  Dr. Carolyn Hix

Public Service:  Bringing Evidence Based Practice (EBP) to the Clinical Arena

Partner:  Community Health Leaders and MTSU Nursing Faculty

Description:  The workshop’s aim is to guide leaders of the local healthcare facilities and a select group of faculty members at MTSU School of Nursing to assist students and registered nurses to become critical consumers of research and translate evidence into practice.

Faculty:  Dr. Debra Wilson

Public Service:  Stress Management Training for Victims of Rape and Sexual Abuse

Partners:  Nashville Sexual Abuse Center

Description:  Objectives: Participants will be taught stress management coping skills;  they will have increased awareness of stressors and their responses to stressors; they will learn and practice strategies to reduce the body’s response to the stressor; and they will recognize maladaptive coping mechanisms and replace with new more appropriate methods.

CENTER FOR HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Faculty:  Dr. Jo Edwards

Partnership Title:  Yes, I Can!  Diabetes Self-Management Program

Partners:  Tennessee Department of Health

Description:  This is a six week program to  teach diabetics in Rutherford County how to deal with their disease.  This project will help reduce the disease and economic burden of diabetes, and improve the quality of life for all persons who have or are at risk for diabetes, while increasing the capacity of the Rutherford County community to provide formal diabetes education.
HEALTH AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE

Faculty:  Dr. Maria Brea-Spahn

Public Service:  Unidos a traves de la Lactoescritura (United Through Literacy)

Partners:  Murfreesboro Read to Succeed

Description:  Objectives:  1) analyze current formative assessment tools used for placement of ELLs into specific reading levels; 2) assist with Spanish and English literacy curriculum develop; 3)  provide consultation and individual modeling/training to current tutors involved in instruction of English as a second language children and their families.

HUMAN SCIENCES
Faculty:  Nancy Oxford

Partnership Title:   Peace Felt
Partner:  The Herd Arts Drive; Atelier Filt in the Netherlands
Description:  The project connects artisans who share a desire for less violence and warfare in the world and giving a new meaning to the phrase “soft power”.  Students received felt crafts from their giving partner and in turn made their own felt peace crafts, a concept designed to indicate a continuous circle of peace and brotherhood that has no beginning and no end.
Faculty:  Teresa Robinson

Partnership Title:  TXMD Recycles for St. Jude’s

Partner:  St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital

Description:  Students created/designed new fashion items by recycling red t-shirts; students were also involved in merchandising the products throughout displays on campus, and generated donations for St. Jude’s Hospital by selling the products.

Faculty:  Teresa Robinson

Partnership Title:  2011 Bras for a Cause

Partner:  Penny’s Closet

Description:  Students Created “bra art” as a philanthropic event supporting breast cancer research through a silent auction, design/sales of a calendar, etc. and generated $8,000.
Faculty:  Lauren Rudd

Partnership Title:  Arts in Education

Partner:  Rutherford County Arts Council

Description:  The Textiles, Merchandising, and Design area donated work that was auctioned to help raise $15,000 for arts scholarships for Rutherford County Schools.

Faculty:  Sandra Poirier

Partnership Title:  Right Choices Teen Program

Partner:  Patterson Park Community Center

Description:  “Right Choices” strives to energize youth in the Middle Tennessee area to take education more seriously and strive to improve academically. MTSU students involved in “Right Choices” understand the importance for our youth to feel valued and encourage youth within the community to make positive choices in their everyday lives.  This is a partnership where the FCSE 2510 (15 students)  and the FCSE 3510 (15 students) classes work in teams to develop a lesson plan and teach for one hour  to the students in the Right Choices Teen Club.    Generally there are ten to thirty (10-30) after school students in each weekly class for a total of 25 lessons. 
Faculty:  Janet Colson
Partnership Title:  BAM Get Fit Kids Program

Partner:  Murfreesboro City Schools

Description:  MTSU students served as mentors/nutrition coaches for elementary school children and their families for the Body and Mind (BAM) Get Fit Kids afterschool program in the Murfreesboro City Schools.

Faculty:  Janis Brickey

Partnership Title:  Interior Design Support Services

Partner:  Tennessee State Parks

Description:  Senator Ketron approached the Interior Design program to ascertain the feasibility of a contest to generate plans and interest in the Henry Horton State Park Restaurant in Chapel Hill, Tennessee.  All of the students wanted to participate illustrating their respective strengths in interior design.  As the professor in the IDES 4770 studio, Brickey developed the contacts with the Friends of Henry Horton to begin design work in early March.  All of the senior class of 2010 participated in developing design ideas for the restaurant and park facilities.  Through MTSU’s work and other efforts, the restaurant was taken off a list of properties to be closed in the 2011 budget saving jobs in a county with 20%+ unemployment. I developed a three year plan for renovation efforts and the student proposal boards are on display for restaurant visitors.

PSYCHOLOGY
Faculty:  Dr. Glenn Littlepage

Partnership Title:  Community Involvement Survey
Partners:  United Way of Rutherford and Cannon Counties
Description:  A survey was conducted to determine perceptions of the United Way and motivations for giving.

Faculty:  Dr. James Rust

Partnership Title:  Internship School Psychology
Partners:   Metro Nashville Schools, Starksville, Mississippi School District, Wilson County Schools, Franklin Special School District, Williamson County Schools,
Description:   MTSU students working as psychology interns in all of these school districts.
Psychology

Faculty:  Dr. Gloria Hamilton

Partnership Title:  Train the Trainers Cadre

Partner:  Tennessee Department of Education

Description:  Develops a cadre to train, trainers in prevention of HIV transmission among junior high and high school students.

College of Business

BUSINESS and ECONOMIC RESEARCH CENTER

Faculty:  Dr. Murat Arik


Partnership Title:  Economic Impact on the Health Care Industry

Partners:   Nashville Health Care Council, Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce; MTSU Mass Communications (Drs. Clare Bratten and Bob Kalwinsky) and students (Amanda Farris, Audrey Weddingtonttie McCord, Lauren Levins); MTSU Education; MTSU Audio Visual Services

Description:  The goals of the study include:  what trends, scope, and impact the core health care industry and health care industry cluster have on the regional economy; what significance to the region to have health care companies headquartered in Nashville; how does Nashville’s health care industry compare with the health care industry in 12 of its peer MSA’s; how does the Nashville MSA rank relative to its 12 peer MSA’s in terms of selected health care indicators?; what economic significance of having Nashville Health Care Council (NHCC) members on regional economy; and what the expectations are of NHCC member company CEO’s for the national and local economics?

Faculty:  Jean Wilson

Partnership Title:  “2 Acres of Hope”

Partner:  The Journey Home

Description:   The MTSU SIFE Team and Wilson’s EXL class are working to help fight hunger by partnering with The Journey Home. They are providing knowledge, skills, and resources to the community’s food insecure population, empowering them to raise their quality of life and standard of living.  The MTSU SIFE team/EXL class named the project, “2 Acres of Hope”, and the plans include building a greenhouse, a mobile fruit and vegetable stand, and walkways with a picnic area at the community garden site.  As the group focuses on greening the planet, long term plans include organic gardening, which means the short-term plans involve making compost and capturing rain water as a source of watering the 2 acres and the plants, flowers, and vegetables within the greenhouse.  The greenhouse will
allow The Journey Home to lengthen their growing time by starting their seeds early in the spring so they can get a jump start on the annuals for the garden.  On Saturday, April 23rd, 2011, Earth Day weekend, MTSU students and other volunteers will build the greenhouse and begin to plant the 2 acres; the crops will be harvested and sold from July to the end of October.

College of Education

ELEMENTARY AND SPECIAL EDUCATION

Faculty:  Dr. Jeanne Fain


Public Service:  International Perspectives of Literacy in K-2 Classrooms

Description:  Project seeks to serve K-2 elementary aged students and English Language Learners who need additional support academically; Support will be provided to 9 Hobgood teachers; and project will enrich classrooms with research-based teaching practices, international children’s literature, and resources to be sent home for a family connection to the classroom.   The project will:  implement literacy based instructional strategies with international children’s literature in K-2 classrooms with a focus on English Language Learners and their families; and facilitate a critical perspective of international and global perspectives by exploring international children’s

WOMACK FAMILY EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Faculty:  Dr. Laura Clark


Partnership Title:  PSA’s Reaching Out to Hispanic Community


Partners:  Telefutura Television; Tennessee Board of Regents; LaNueva Active Radio 1240 AM

Description:  Partnered with Telefutura television (America’s #2 Spanish-Language Network in prime time)  to broadcast public service announcements to reach out to students and families of the region’s Hispanic community with the theme, “ Education: The Way to Your Dreams”.
Faculty:  Robyn Ridgley

Partnership Title:  Home and Community Based Early Intervention Program

Partner:  Tennessee Department of Education, Office of Early Learning

Description:  Serves approximately 160 families whose children are eligible for early intervention services through Tennessee’s Early Intervention System (TEIS).  
Faculty:  Robert Eaker

Partnership Title:  Professional Learning Communities

Partners:  Robertson County, Rutherford County, Murfreesboro City, Bedford County, Warren County, Trousdale County, Metro Nashville School Districts and the Association of Independent and Municipal Schools
Description:   School district teachers and administrators receive extensive professional development from a nationally recognized author and expert in Professional Learning Communities.  

Faculty:  Terry Goodwin
Partnership Title:  Problem Based Learning

Partners:  Tennessee Board of Regents and Public School Districts

Description:  Training sessions are conducted on Problem Based Learning (PBL) through the MTSU Learning, Teaching, and Innovative Technologies Center.  This is part of the implementation of the Teacher Education Redesign Program, Ready2Teach.
Faulty:  Kyle Butler

Partnership Title:  STEM Education

Partners:  Cannon County, Tullahoma City, Franklin County, Dekalb County, Marshall County, Murfreesboro City, and Lewis County

Description:  Through a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, professional development is provided to teachers in the designated counties and cities.
College of Liberal Arts 

ART
Faculty:  Meghan O’Connor

Public Service:  Improving Quality of Life Through Art and Social Interaction
Partners:  Tennessee State Veterans Home, Murfreesboro, Tennessee
Description:  Make the Veterans Retirement home more like home and less like a hospital, personalizing, improving their quality of life, and adding variety to decrease the monotony of living in assisted facilities

Albert Gore Research Center

Faculty:  James Williams

Partnerships Title:  Ethnographic Oral History Project

Partner:  Congaree National Park, National Park Service

Description:  Used MTSU faculty and graduate students to conduct oral history projects.

ENGLISH
Faculty:  Dr.  Wesley Houp

Public Service:  Community Outreach Creative Writing Program

  
Partners:  St. Ann’s Elementary – Nashville, Thomas Magnet Elementary - Shelbyville  
Description:   Promote literacy education and a love for writing to area public school students; facilitate creative writing workshops; collect student-generated writing; design and print creative writing booklet for students and teachers

HISTORY

Faculty:  Dr. Brenden Martin

Public Service:  World War II and the Modernization of Rutherford County - exhibit
Partner:  Heritage Center of Rutherford County
Description:   Develop and fabricate an exhibit (and associated web and printed materials) that will interpret the World War II home front experience in Rutherford County; partner with local organizations, including the Heritage Center of Rutherford County and the Gore Research Center, to make the exhibit available to as many people as possible;  strengthen ties between MTSU and the local community.

Faculty:  Janice Leone
Partnership Title:   Project LEAP:  Leading Education Through America’s Past

Partner:  Bedford County School System

Description:  As part of Department of Education’ s Teaching American History grant program,

MTSU history professors will provide two workshops each semester for Bedford County

middle and high school teachers.  Each workshop provides content knowledge focused on the

teaching eras as defined by the TN State History Standards.  Content knowledge is partnered with 

best practices in pedagogy and aimed at ways to teach history effectively across the 

curriculum. 

MUSIC


Faculty:  Jamila McWhirter


Public Service:  MTSU Women’s Choir Invitational


Partner:  Tennessee High School Female Choirs and Directors

Description:  Choir members will had an opportunity to rehearse and perform quality choral literature under the direction of a well-known, female conducting expert.  2)  High school choral directors had the opportunity to observe the guest conductor and learn valuable rehearsal techniques which they can incorporate into their teaching.

College of Mass Communications
JOURNALISM

Faculty:  Philip Loubere


Partnership title:  Covering Islam in the Bible Belt (conference)


Partners:  McCormick Foundation

Description:    The School of Journalism hosted a conference to help reporters across the South cover issues involving Islam in their communities.  It will bring journalists together with experts and academics to help them better explain the controversial and complicated issues that can arise during community conversations on the topic.

Faculty:  Dr. Tricia Farwell

Partnership title:  Advertising Campaign

Partners:  Bohan Advertising Company

Description:  This partnership allows students in the advertising campaign course to  research, design and create materials for a Bohan client.

Student Affairs

Staff:  Vincent Windrow
Partnerships Title:  Scholars Academy


Partners:   Stars Nashville -  The Kids on the Block
Description:  During the Summer 2010 Institute, twenty-nine of the Scholars Academy students worked with kids from the Patterson Park Community Center and the Boys & Girls Club of Rutherford for nearly fifteen hours. With the assistance of Stars Nashville-The Kids on the Block, they wrote and presented skits covering topics such as bullying, rumors/gossiping, peer pressure, and making friends with people who don’t look like you. Following the skits, the Scholars Academy students interacted with the kids by teaching them the fundamentals of soccer. They also took their performance and soccer skills to the Herbert Hoover Boys & Girls Club of St. Louis, MO. 
Partnership Title:  Scholars Academy Play All Day

Partner:  Scales Elementary School – Murfreesboro

Description:  Approximately one Hundred and Thirty children are taught exercises, dances, and healthy lifestyle tips.  They are also exposed to a college campus, perhaps for the first time.

The President’s Office

Staff:  President Sidney McPhee

Partnership Title:  MTSU Yunus Program

Partners:  University of Chittagong- Bangladesh; MTSU College of Business - Economics
Description:  “CU and MTSU will engage in collaborative activities in education, research, public service and other areas of mutual interest, including exchange of faculty, staff, students and library materials, as well as sponsorship of conferences and workshops.”  As part of the exchange, Md. Alauddin Majumber, an assistant professor in CU’s Department of Economics, will take a leave of absence to come to MTSU in fall 2010. MTSU has already shipped 300 pounds of surplus academic books to CU for its library. 

Staff:  President Sidney McPhee

Partnership Title:  Memorandum of Understanding
Partners:   Chattanooga State Community College 

Description:  A shared curriculum plan will make it easier to pursue a bachelor’s degree at MTSU.
UNIVERISTY AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Harold Love Outstanding Community Involvement Award

Staff:  Dr. Gloria Bonner
Dr. Debra Wilson, Associate Professor of Nursing, received this Tennessee Higher Education Commission Award in spring 2011.
Staff:  Dr. Gloria Bonner

Partnership Title:  MTSU Bleeding Blue
Partner:   Western Kentucky University, American Red Cross
Description:  MTSU and Western Kentucky University partnered with the American Red Cross in a competition to collect blood.  MTSU students, faculty, staff and community supporters donated a total of 551 units of blood Nov. 15-18 during the “Bleed Blue to Beat WKU”, while Western’s campus donated 508 units. “


MTSU Giving Campaign

Staff:  Gloria Bonner, John Hood


Partners:  United Way, Community Health Charities, Community Shares

Description:  The goal was set at $85, 000, and over $100,000 was donated.  Over 2100 MTSU team members participated.
